
Hierarchy of Behaviours – Reviewed 2013 
 

Minor  Moderately Serious  Very Serious  
Moving through learning 

spaces inappropriately  
Playing with balls or 

sports equipment (skipping 
ropes) unsafely  

Swearing 
 

Bringing expensive toys / 
equipment or war games to 

school 

Calling people names; 
Insulting people;  

Teasing 

Computer misuse / unsafe 
behaviours / wilful damage 

Playing in out of bounds 
areas 

Telling lies Hiding during class 

Not taking turns / pushing 
in 

Urinating outside of the 
toilets 

Hiding outside after the 
come in bell  

Physically picking each 
other up 

Arguing / raised voice to 
staff member 

Destruction of the work or 
property of others 

Repeatedly moving around 
and speaking loudly during 

eating time 

Unruly behaviour in 
learning areas, walkways 
and on leaving the school 

Refusing to comply with 
staff directions 

Mistreating school 
property, e,g. graffiti on 

books, rulers etc 

Working unsafely; using 
equipment in a dangerous 

manner 

Leaving the school 
grounds without 

permission 
Writing on hands, body 
parts whilst at school 

Note writing / note passing Talking to strangers 

Distracting behaviours 
during class time; Not 

using class time effectively 

Unsafe playing with sticks Fighting, biting, hitting, 
punching, kicking, spitting 

Leaving work space / 
classroom untidy – not 

packing up after yourself 

Running inside Inappropriate touching of 
others 

Patting dogs / animals 
unless under staff 

supervision 

Destruction of own work 
or property 

Throwing sand, stones, 
objects at others 

Imposing on other 
people’s personal space 

Not abiding by bus rules Stealing 

Sitting / lying on tables Spitting Starting rumours, 
Repeating rumours 

Not listening when the 
teacher is speaking 

 Repeatedly calling people 
names; Insulting people;  

Teasing 
Cheating  Intimidating behaviour / 

Threatening behaviour 
Throwing lunch away  Refer Bullying and Cyber 

Safe policies 
 


