Types of Bullying
There are three broad categories of bullying:
1. Direct physical bullying – e.g. hitting, tripping, and pushing or damaging property.
2. Direct verbal bullying – e.g. name calling, insults, homophobic, sexist or racist
remarks, verbal abuse.
3. Indirect bullying – this form of bullying is harder to recognise and often carried out
behind the bullied student’s back. It is designed to harm someone’s social reputation
and/or cause humiliation. Indirect bullying includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

lying and spreading rumours
playing nasty jokes to embarrass and humiliate
mimicking
encouraging others to socially exclude someone
damaging someone’s social reputation and social acceptance
cyber-bullying, which involves the use of electronic means to humiliate and
distress

What Bullying is Not
Many distressing behaviours are not examples of bullying even though they are unpleasant
and often require teacher intervention and management. There are three socially unpleasant
situations that are often confused with bullying:
Mutual Conflict
In mutual conflict situations, there is an argument or disagreement between students but not
an imbalance of power. Both parties are upset and usually both want a resolution to the
problem. However, unresolved mutual conflict sometimes develops into a bullying situation
with one person becoming targeted repeatedly for ‘retaliation’ in a one-sided way.
Social Rejection or Dislike
Unless the social rejection is directed towards someone specific and involves deliberate and
repeated attempts to cause distress, exclude or create dislike by others, it is not bullying.
Single-episode acts of nastiness or meanness, or random acts of aggression or intimidation
Single episodes of nastiness or physical aggression are not the same as bullying. If a student
is verbally abused or pushed on one occasion they are not being bullied.
Nastiness or physical aggression that is directed towards many different students is not the
same as bullying.
Cyber-bullying
Consists of covert, psychological bullying, conveyed through the electronic mediums such as
cell-phones, web-logs and web-sites, on-line chat rooms, ‘MUD’ rooms (multi-user domains

where individuals take on different characters) and Xangas (on-line personal profiles where
some adolescents create lists of people they do not like). It is verbal (over the telephone or
mobile phone), or written (flaming, threats, racial, sexual or homophobic harassment) using
the various mediums available.
Harassment
Is any verbal, physical or sexual conduct (including gestures) which is uninvited, unwelcome
or offensive to a person.

Why do we have a Policy on these?
To provide a safe and friendly environment for students and staff and to encourage care,
courtesy and respect for others. All persons have a legal right to protection from harassment
under the Commonwealth Sex Discrimination Act and the Victorian Equal Opportunity Act.

What are the effects of Bullying and Harassment?
•
•
•
•
•

poor health - anxiety, depression
lower self esteem
reduced study performance
missed classes, social withdrawal
reduced career prospects

Am I bullying or harassing someone?
If you are not sure about your behaviour you can:
•
•
•
•
•

check it out by asking if it is offensive or inappropriate
stop it
apologise
take it seriously if someone says they are feeling uncomfortable
talk it over with an adviser or somebody who has an understanding of the issues

What are some of the feelings victims of bullying or harassment may experience?
•

“I will ignore it and it will go away.”
If anything it will make things worse - you will give the impression that you agree with
the situation.

•

“I don’t want to cause trouble.”
Most causes of harassment are sorted out quite simply. By speaking up, action can be
taken to address the problem.

•

“Am I to blame?”
Victims of harassment or bullying sometimes feel that it is their fault. Victims are made
to feel guilty by the offender and often blame themselves. It is your right to have a safe
environment free from harassment or bullying.

•

“Am I imagining things?”
Often our hunches are correct. Rather than put up with nagging doubts, talk to
someone about your feelings.

Bullying or harassment can often make people feel:
•
•
•
•

embarrassed or ashamed
offended or humiliated
intimidated or frightened
uncomfortable

What should you do if you see another person being bullied or harassed?
Tell the person that you witnessed the incident and advise them to report it to an appropriate
person. However, if your friend is harassing another person, let them know that their behaviour
is unacceptable.
Bystanders who do nothing to stop bullying may be contributing to the problem by providing
an audience for the bully.

